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The  Elko  District  of  the  Bureau  of  Land  Manage- 
ment administers  about  7.4  million  acres  of  public 
lands  in  northeastern  Nevada. 

The  district  is  a  mosaic  of  forests,  shrublands  and 
wetlands  associated  with  numerous  north-south 
mountain  ranges  separated  by  broad,  flat  valleys  or 
rolling  hills.  Elevations  range  from  4,300  feet  around 
Wendover  to  10,076  feet  on  Spruce  Mountain. 

The  variety  of  amphibians  and  reptiles  living  in  the 
district  is  inhibited  by  the  cool  dry  climate,  how- 
ever, 28  species  have  been  recorded  or  are  expected 
to  occur  in  the  district. 

This  list  was  compiled  from  Jean  M.  Linsdale's, 
Amphibians  and  Reptiles  in  Nevada,  1940;  The 
Audubon  Society  Field  Guide  to  North  American 
Reptiles  and  Amphibians,  1979;  and  the  district's 
amphibians  and  reptiles  inventory.  Additionally, 
personnel  from  the  Nevada  Department  of  Wild- 
life, U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  Brigham  Young 
University,  Northern  Nevada  Community  College 
and  the  Nevada  Natural  Heritage  Program  were 
consulted. 

Italicized  common  names  indicate  federal  listing, 
or  candidate  listing,  for  threatened  or  endangered 
status. 


Amphibians 
Salamanders 

MOLE  SALAMANDERS  Ambystomidae 
Tiger  salamander  Ambystoma  tigrinum 
A  large,  stocky  salamander  with  white,  cream,  or 
yellow  splotches  or  bars.  Reportedly  introduced  at 
Horse  Creek. 

Toads  and  Frogs 

SPADEFOOT  TOADS  Pelobatidae 
Great  Basin  spadefoot  Scaphiopus  intermontanus 
This  toad  is  distinguished  from  other  species  by  its 
vertical  pupils.  Ranges  from  sagebrush  flats,  pinon- 
juniper  zones  to  higher  elevations  of  the  spruce-fir 
belt.  Sometimes  breeds  in  temporary  rain  pools.  Has 
been  recorded  in  the  western  two-thirds  of  the 
district,  but  it  probably  occurs  throughout  the  area. 

TOADS  Bufonidae 
Western  toad  Bufo  boreas 

Has  a  whitish  dorsal  stripe  and  weak  cranial  crests. 
Frequents  varied  habitats-streams,  springs,  grass- 
lands, woodlands  and  mountain  meadows.  Present  in 
the  western  two-thirds  of  the  district.  Tends  to  walk 
|  rather  than  hop. 

Woodhouse's  toad  Bufo  woodhousei 
Has  a  whitish  dorsal  stripe  and  prominent  cranial 
crests.  Frequents  varied  habitats-grasslands,  sage- 
brush, flats,  woods,  desert  streams,  valleys,  flood 
plains  and  farms.  Possibly  found  in  the  northeastern 
corner  of  the  district. 

Tree  Frog  Hyiidae 

Pacific  treefrog  Hyla  regilla 

A  small  frog  with  toe  pads. 

Chiefly  a  ground  dweller 

found  in  low  plant  growth  near    ] 

water  in  the  western  two-thirds  of  the 

district.  Often  found  at  springs. 
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True  Frogs  Ranidae 

Spotted  frog  Rana  pretiosa 

This  frog  has  dark  spots,  generally  with  light  centers. 

Usually  found  in  slow  moving  streams  or  reservoirs. 

Found  throughout  the  western  two-thirds  of  the 

district. 

Northern  leopard  frog  Rana  pipiens 
This  frog  has  dark,  rounded  spots,  usually  with  pale 
borders.  Its  habitats  are  springs,  creeks,  rivers,  ponds, 
canals  and  reservoirs  where  there  is  permanent  water 
and  cattails  or  other  aquatic  vegetation.  Present 
throughout  most  of  the  district,  except  possibly  the 
southeastern  portion. 


Bullfrog 

Rana  catesbeiana 
The  largest  frog  in  North 
America,  it  has  a  fold  around  the  large  external  ear 
and  no  dorsolateral  fold.  Found  along  the  Humboldt 
River  from  the  western  edge  of  the  district  to  about 
two  miles  upstream  from  Elko.  There  are  also  popula- 
tions at  Warm  Springs,  Metropolis  and  Izzenhood 
Pond. 
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Reptiles 
Lizards 

IGUANIDS  Iguanidae 

Desert  collared  lizard  Crotaphytus  insulahs 

iA  large  lizard  with  a  conspicuous  black  and  white 

'collar.  Frequents  canyons,  rocky  gullies,  mountain 

^slopes,  and  boulder  strewn  alluvial  fans.  Known 

jlocalities  are  south  of  Pilot  Peak,  near  Harney,  and 

the  Morgan  Basin  area  south  of  Wendover. 

Long-nosed  leopard  lizard  Gambelia  wislizenii 
A  large  lizard  with  leopard-like  spots.  Found  on  arid 
plains  where  bunchgrass,  shadscale,  sagebrush  and 
other  low  plants  grow.  Has  been  found  along  the 
Humboldt  River  from  Ryndon  downstream  1 8  miles, 
northeast  of  Tenabo,  south  of  Pilot  Peak  and  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Dolly  Varden  Mountains.  Frequently 
eats  smaller  lizards. 


Western  fence  lizard  Scelopoms  occidentalis 
Olive,  brownish  and  black  spiny  scales  with  a  pattern 
of  paired  blotches  down  the  back.  Found  in  wooded 
and  rocky  places,  around  old  buildings,  woodpiles 
|  and  fences.  Occurs  throughout  most  of  the  district. 
There  is  no  record  of  sightings  in  the  southeastern 
portion. 


Sagebrush  lizard  Sceloporus  graciosus 

A  grayish  green  to  brown  spiny  lizard.  A  ground 

dweller,  usually  found  near  bushes,  logs,  rocks  or 

brush  heaps,  but 

occasionally 

climbs  trees  in  the 

pursuit  of  prey. 

Found  throughout 

most  of  the  district. 
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Side-blotched  lizard   Uta  stansburiana  ^ 

A  small  brownish  lizard,  often  with  a  black  blotch  on 
the  side  behind  the  foreleg.  Usually  found  in  areas  of 
low-growing  bushes,  such  as  shadscale.  Can  be  found 
throughout  the  more  arid  portions  of  the  district,  with 
known  localities  near  Carlin,  Wendover  and  Currie. 

Desert  horned  lizard  Phrynosoma  platyrhinos 
This  lizard  has  relatively  long  horns  behind  the  head. 
Prefers  sandy  areas  in  shadscale,  greasewood  or 
sagebrush.  Seems  to  be  present  mostly  in  the  more  arid 
portions  of  the  district.  Easily  caught  by  hand. 

Short-horned  lizard  Phrynosoma  douglassi 
This  lizard  has  very  short  horns  behind  the  head. 
Found  in  varied  habitats—sagebrush,  pinon-juniper, 
pine-spruce  and  spruce-fir  associations.  Has  been 
found  in  many  locations  throughout  the  district.  Seems 
to  avoid  the  more  arid  areas.  There  are  two  subspecies 
in  the  district:  The  pigmy  horned  lizard,  P.d.  douglassi, 
in  the  western  portion;  and  the  Salt  Lake  horned  lizard, 
P.d.  omaturn,  in  the  eastern  portion. 


SKINKS  Scincidae 

Western  skink  Eumeces  skiltonianus 

The  only  skink  within  the  district,  it  has  smooth,  shiny, 

circular  scales  all  over  the  body.  Found  in  grasslands, 

woodlands  and  forests,  often  under  logs,  bark,  rocks 

and  other  surface  objects.  Can  be  found  throughout 

most  of  the  district.  Known  localities  are  James  Creek, 

near  Elko,  Spruce  Mountain  and  near  Deeth. 


WHIPTAILS   Teiidae 

Western  whiptail  Cnemidophorus  tigris 

Dorsal  (back)  scales  are  granular,  ventral  (abdominal) 

scales  are  large  and  squarish.  Usually  found  in  areas 

where  plants  are 

sparse  and  there 

are  open  areas 

for  running. 

Known 

localities  are 
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the  low,  arid  plains  along  the  Humboldt  River  and  its' 
tributaries,  the  southern  foothills  of  the  Adobe  Range 
and  Crescent  Valley.  Can  be  found  in  the  more  arid 
portions  of  the  district. 


Snakes 

BOAS  Boidae 
Rubber  boa   Charina  bottae 

A  thick-bodied,  plain  brown  snake  with  small,  smooth 
scales  and  no  enlarged  chin  shields.  Frequents  grass- 
lands, woodlands  and  forests  in  and  beneath  rotting 
logs,  under  rocks  and  under  the  bark  of  fallen  and 
standing  dead  trees.  Has  been  found  near  Jarbidge,  the 
East  Humboldt  Range,  the  west  side  of  the  Ruby 
Mountains  and  Hank's  Creek. 

COLUBRIDS   Colubridae 
Ringneck  snake  Diadophis  punctatus 
A  small  snake  with  a  yellow  or  orange  neck  ring  and 
yellow-orange  to  red  belly.  Found  in  moist  habitats  in 
woodlands,  forests  or  grasslands.  Restricted  to  moun- 
tains and  near  water  courses.  May  be  found  in  the 
extreme  northeastern  corner  of  the  district. 

Racer  Coluber  constrictor 

A  fast,  slim  snake.  Adults  have  plain  brown  or  olive 
backs.  Young  have  saddle-shaped  brown  markings  on 
the  back.  Favors  open  habitats  of  meadows,  prairies, 
sparse  brush  and  forest  glades.  Absent  from  extremely 
dry  areas,  high  mountains  and  the  southeastern  portion 
of  the  district. 

Striped  whipsnake  Masticophis  taeniatus 

Another  fast,  slim  snake  that  is  distinguished  from  the 

racer  by  a  cream  or  white  stripe  on  each  side.  Found  in 

brushlands,  grasslands,  sagebrush  flats  and  pifion- 

juniper  woodlands.  Located  throughout  the  district, 

known  localities  near  Carlin,  Elko  and  north  of 

Montello. 
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Gopher  snake  Pituophis  melanoleucus 
A  large  snake  with  a  pattern  of  dark  dorsal  blotches. 
Habitats  include  grasslands,  brushlands,  woodlands, 
forests  and  farmlands.  Found  throughout  the  district. 
It  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  a  rattlesnake  because  of 
similarities  between  the  two,  but  there  is  no  rattle  on 
the  end  of  the  gopher  snake's  tail.  Because  it  eats 
rodents,  it  is  a  useful  species  and  should  not  be  killed 


Long-nosed  snake  Rhinocheilus  lecontei 
A  slim,  speckled  snake  with  black  saddles  and 
whitish  flecks  on  its  sides.  Active  at  night  and 
expected  in  the  lower  valleys  and  foothills  east  of  the 
Ruby  Mountains,  but  as  yet  there  have  been  no 
recorded  sightings. 

Common  garter  snake  Thamnophis  sirtalis 
Red  blotches  on  the  sides  between  the  dorsal  and 
lateral  stripes.  Found  near  ponds,  marshes,  streams, 
damp  meadows,  woodlands  and  farms.  May  be  found 
along  the  northern  edge  of  the  district,  but  no  re- 
corded sightings. 

Western  terrestrial  garter  snake 

Thamnophis  elegans 

Distinguished  from  the  common  garter  snake  by  the 
lack  of  red  blotches.  Found  throughout  the  district 
wherever  there  is  water. 

Ground  snake  Sonora  semiannulata 
A  small,  crossbanded,  longitudinally  striped  or  plain- 
colored  snake  with  its  head  only  slightly  wider  than 
the  neck.  It  is  secretive  and  nocturnal,  occupying 
river  bottoms,  desert  flats,  sand  hummocks  and  rocky 
hillsides.  Known  only  in  the  Owyhee  Desert. 
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Night  snake  Hypsiglena  torquata 
A  small  snake  with  dark  spots  on  its  back  and  a  pair 
of  large  dark  brown  blotches  on  neck.  Frequents 
sagebrush  flats,  woodlands  and  rocky  areas.  Can  be 
expected  throughout  most  of  the  district,  but  the  only 
known  locality  is  near  Battle  Mountain.  Uses  en- 
larged grooved  teeth  toward  the  back  of  the  upper 
jaw  for  injecting  venom  into  its  prey,  but  is  harmless 
to  people. 

VlPERS  Viperidae 

Western  rattlesnake  Crotalus  viridis 

The  only  dangerously  venomous  snake  in  the  district, 

it  may  be  distinguished  from  all  others  by  a  rattle  on 

the  end  of  the  tail.  Occurs  in  a  variety  of  habitats 

throughout  the  district.  Despite  its  dangerous  nature, 

it  is  important  for  the  control  of  rodents  and  should 

not  be  killed. 
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*     protect  anc^K^^f^se  lands 
•  in.a.mannei'  to^||^erjthe  needs 
of  the  American  pe^bfor  all  times. 
Management  is  based^on  the  principles 
of  multiple  use  and  sustained  yield 
of  our  nation's  resources 
within  a  framework 
of  environmental  responsibility 
and  scientific  technology. 
These  resources  include 
recreation;  rangelands;  timber; 
minerals;  watershed;  fish  and  wildlife; 

wilderness;  air;  and 
scenic,  scientific  and  cultural  values. 
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